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ADDRESSING CUT-THROUGH TRAFFIC  
CONGESTION IN RIPON 

 

Ripon is facing a significant challenge that is affecting the quality of life for our residents and businesses.  Regional cut

-through traffic is clogging our local roadways with motorists that do not live, shop, or work in Ripon.  These drivers 

use Ripon streets as a freeway bypass to get to a final destination south of San Joaquin County.   
 
There are a number of factors that have created this traffic congestion:  (1) an increase in the number of commuters 

traveling to the Bay Area for work, (2) severe congestion on the 120 bypass and Highway 99, (3) an increase in the 

number of trucks from recent e-commerce development within nearby cities, and (4) the rise of navigation apps that 

direct regional commuters to our residential streets to save a few minutes during peak traffic times. 
 
Several local and regional projects are happening to reduce the congestion on our streets caused by the cut-through 

commute traffic.  A brief description of these projects along with responses to Frequently Asked Questions are provid-

ed in this bulletin. 

Traffic Signal Metering and Coordination Project (by: City of Ripon) 

The City of Ripon is moving forward with a project to adjust the timing of traffic signals along Main Street 

to reduce the impact of cut-through traffic congestion and better accommodate changing traffic patterns.  

Starting early November 2019, this project will implement the following changes:  
 
(1) Meter the number of vehicles entering the City of Ripon at the Jack Tone and Main traffic signal.  Once the 

number of vehicles traveling eastbound on West Ripon Road reaches a certain threshold, the traffic signal at Jack 

Tone and Main will automatically be adjusted to begin metering the number of vehicles entering Ripon in order to 

reduce the congestion caused by vehicles bypassing the freeway.  Turn restrictions may be implemented in the 

future on Reuss Road and Highland Avenue if motorists attempt to avoid this signal by driving on these streets.   

(2) Coordinate the timing of traffic signals located on Main Street at Robert Avenue and Wilma Avenue.  The pro-

gramming of the traffic signals along Main Street will be synchronized to allow motorists to more efficiently travel 

along Main Street with minimal stops and delays.   
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If you have any questions, please contact City of Ripon Deputy Public Works Director James Pease at 209-599-2108 or jpease@cityofripon.org. 

ACE Train Expansion Project 

(by:  San Joaquin Regional Rail Commission) 

The San Joaquin Regional Rail Commission is planning 

an expansion of the Altamont Corridor Express (ACE) 

service to reduce the number of vehicles on Highway 

99.  This expanded service will extend to a number of 

cities along the Highway 99 corridor between Manteca 

and Merced, including an ACE station in Ripon.  It is 

anticipated ACE will begin this service in fiscal year 

2021-22. 

Highway 99/120 Interchange Upgrade Project 

(by:  Cal Trans) 

It’s expected this level of cut-through traffic vol-

ume will continue until Cal Trans improves the 

Highway 99/120 interchange to accommodate 

regional traffic without delays. At this time, Cal 

Trans is planning the first phase of improvements 

to the Highway 99/120 interchange that they 

believe will reduce traffic congestion on the 120 

bypass and reduce the number of vehicles that 

exit from the freeway to take the alternative 

route through Ripon.  This project will not begin 

until 2021 and it’s not anticipated to be complet-

ed until 2024.   

Cal Trans uses ramp meters to improve free-

way traffic flow by regulating the volume and 

spacing of vehicles that enter freeways.  Ramp 

metering in Ripon is planned to begin in early 

2020 with on-going construction completed by 

the end of 2019.  A smoother flow of traffic on 

the freeway attracts motorists to remain on 

the freeway and eliminates the need to use 

local streets to bypass congestion.  Cal Trans 

and City of Ripon staff will continuously moni-

tor the ramp metering and make timing adjust-

ments as needed. 

Ramp Metering Project  

(by:  Cal Trans) 

Can the City create private roads restricting access to only permitted vehicles?   

After reviewing State law, it was determined that this option is not feasible.  State law preempts the entire area of 

traffic control; thus, a city may only impose traffic restrictions that are explicitly identified in the Vehicle Code. Rum-

ford v. City of Berkeley, 31 Cal. 3d 545, 549 (1982); Cal. Vehicle Code § 21. Pursuant to the Vehicle Code, a city may 

regulate traffic by means of official traffic control devices in compliance with the uniform Department of Transporta-

tion standards. Cal. Vehicle Code § 21100.1. However, a city “may not place gates or other selective devices on any 

street which deny or restrict the access of certain members of the public to a street, while permitting others unre-

stricted access to the street.” 
 

Can the City create toll roads to collect revenue to mitigate impacts of the increased commute traffic?   

The California Streets and Highways Code regulates the establishment of toll roads. § 30800. While the Department 

of Transportation has exclusive jurisdiction to operate toll roads, local governments may establish toll roads “under 

the restrictions imposed by any law authorizing the construction . . . of toll roads . . . through the use of revenue 

bonds.” Cal. Sts. & Hy. Code § 30800; § 30812 – 30813. Aside from the formal development of a toll road under the 

jurisdiction of the Department of Transportation, the Vehicle Code does not expressly permit a city to charge a fee 

for the use of public roads, thus such an action would be preempted by state law. Cal. Vehicle Code § 21.  

 

Frequently Asked Questions: 


